(RIDGELY, MD—September 5, 2018)

Discover Northern Caroline’s Native
Gardens on Adkins Arboretum’s
Annual “Celebrating Natives” Tour
When summer’s flowers fade, fall offers the
garden another chance to shine. Discover the
beautiful colors of autumn and structural
elements in the garden when Adkins Arboretum
hosts its sixth annual “Celebrating Natives” Fall
Garden Tour on Sat., Oct. 6.
Featuring gardens in northern Caroline County,
the tour includes four private gardens, a private farm and Adkins Arboretum, which will offer a
First Saturday guided walk. The tour gardens are currently in the process of design, either with
Chris Pax, lead designer for the Arboretum’s Native Landscape Design Center, or through
personal design to transform them to native sanctuary. Each property demonstrates a different
phase of thoughtful and innovative design. Participants are advised to meet at the Arboretum
and carpool for the 45-mile self-guided driving tour.

The first garden tour of its kind on the Eastern Shore, “Celebrating Natives” focuses on
sustainable approaches to Eastern Shore gardening and exemplifies the Arboretum’s mission of
teaching about and showing by example the importance of using native plants in restoring
balance to the ecosystem and fostering community relationships. Native plants are those that
grew and thrived on the Eastern Shore before the introduction of European settlers. Because
these plants have adapted naturally to the region’s ecology of climate, insects and wildlife, they
are a better choice than non-native plants. The tour not only highlights the beauty of the
gardens but emphasizes their importance in a biodiverse landscape.
“Celebrating Natives” will take place rain or shine on Sat., Oct. 6 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets
are $25 in advance at adkinsarboretum.org or $30 the day of the tour at Adkins Arboretum,
12610 Eveland Road, Ridgely. Check-in will begin at 9 a.m. Restrooms will be available at the

Arboretum, and a list of local restaurants will be provided. Participants are advised to bring a
reusable water bottle, as refill stations will be available at some of the gardens. For more
information or to order tickets, visit adkinsarboretum.org or call 410-634-2847, ext. 0.

###
Adkins Arboretum is a 400-acre native garden and preserve at the headwaters of the Tuckahoe Creek in Caroline
County. Open year round, the Arboretum offers educational programs for all ages about nature and gardening. For
more information, visit adkinsarboretum.org or call 410-634-2847, ext. 0.
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